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| 'j; Air quality deteriorating in many of the world’s
Sl cities

I Mews release

7 MAY 2014 | GENEVA - Air quality in most cities worldwide that monitor outdoor
(ambient) air pollution fails to meet WHO guidelines for safe levels, putting people at
additional risk of respiratory disease and other health problems.

WHO's urban air quality database covers 1600 cities across 91 countries — 500 more
cities than the previous database (2011), revealing that more cities worldwide are
monitoring outdoor air gquality, reflecting growing recognition of air pollution’s health
rsks.
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PM 1, levels for selected cities by region, for the last available year in the period 2008-2012.
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Figure 5: Regional city-population weighted comparisons’ in annual mean PM, for a three-year period,

by region, for cities present in both versions of the database
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Air quality in Europe — 2013 report
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% of urban population exposed to air pollution exceeding WHO air quality guidelines
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Brussels, 18.12.2013

Future A COM(2013) 920 final
NEXTEXT SN | 2013/0443 (COD)

Proposal for a
DIRECTIVE OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT AND OF THE COUNCIL

on the reduction of national emissions of certain atmospheric pollutants and amending
Directive 2003/35/EC
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SO, | NO, | (NM)VOC | NH, | PM,

Proposal
reductions in
% of 2005 59 42 28 6 22

emissions for

2020
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DIRECTIONS

Clearly, the proposals from the Commission have been under-
pinned by numerical modelling of both air quality and health im-
pacts, as well as cost-benefit analysis. However, the voluminous
documentation produced by the Commission does not provide
sufficient detail for independent assessment of the air quality
modelling and there must be a strong suspicion that the conclu-
sions drawn by the Commission on the basis of models are
grossly over-optimistic. We suggest that downward revisions of
some of the Limit Values, as implied by the advice of REVIHAAP
(WHO, 2013) specifically in relation to PMys5 PMjp, NO; and
long-term exposure to O3, might provide a valuable complemen-
tary driver towards air quality improvement alongside more
ambitious emissions limits, especially in the medium term to
2020.
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Future research questions
(Just a fewe)

AWhat happens at much higher
concentrations?

AWhat happens at very low
concentrations?

AWhat 6s the role of PM
Potential?

A Role of PM composition?
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Particulate air pollution and mortality in a cohort of Chinese men

Maigeng Zhou?, Yunning Liu?, Lijun Wang?, Xingya Kuang", Xiaohui Xu
Haldong Kan
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Fig. 1. Locations of selected Chinese cities.
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